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Experience Jerusalem
A place to take time out and reflect

Over the years, many travellers and pilgrims have visited and 

stayed at Jerusalem, experiencing its unique tranquillity.

Very few visitors to Jerusalem will end up there by chance. 

Nestled in a remote green valley beside the quiet waters 

of the Whanganui River, it’s an oasis of calm in a turbulent 

world. Surrounded by the sounds of nature, visitors can easily 

detach themselves from the complexities of everyday life.

Contact us
For booking enquiries:

Phone: (06) 342 8190

Email: old.convent@compassion.org.nz 

Book online: https://compassion.org.nz/our-places/
hiruharama-jerusalem/book-a-stay

R.D.6, Whanganui River Road
Whanganui 4576

As a registered charity with the New Zealand Charities 
Commission, when you book with us you are supporting the 

work of the Sisters of Compassion in the community.
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The Old Convent
You will be staying in the Sisters of Compassion old convent 

which is a large and intriguing two-storey building. Well-

nurtured gardens surround the convent and church.

St Joseph’s Church
The first church was destroyed by a fire in 1888, so this is 

the second church building on the site. St Joseph’s Jerusalem 

is known as one of New Zealand’s most photographed 

churches.

Facilities
The old convent welcomes groups and retreats, with a large 

room and smaller rooms available for group work. While 

there is no TV reception, a TV set is available for viewing 

DVDs. If possible, bring your own linen or sleeping bag and 

towels. Slippers or socks are to be worn inside (no shoes). 

There is a very limited reception for mobile phones.

Accommodation
Facilities are provided for self-catering groups and 

individuals, including showers and large community rooms. 

Accommodation is dormitory style, with single beds, a cot 

and bassinet. There are 22 beds.

Food
Full cooking facilities are available for guests to use. Please 

bring your own food for the duration of your stay. Note that 

the nearest store (and petrol) is in Raetihi or Whanganui, one 

hour away.

Cost
The cost is $25 per person, per night. There is a one-off $5 

linen charge per person, per stay.

For more information and directions on how to get to 

Hiruhārama/Jerusalem, visit: https://compassion.org.nz/

our-places/hiruharama-jerusalem/how-to-get-to-jerusalem

Jerusalem is a place of pilgrimage Life is a journey by road.

On the way we travel the dust is thick 
and the shade is scarce.

Let us know how to select the best place to halt

To bathe our eyes,

To shake off the dust that covers us,

And to wash our sore feet.

- Suzanne Aubert

J
erusalem, also known as Hiruhārama, was once the largest 

kainga (village) on the Whanganui River. The Catholic   

      Mission was first established in the area in 1854. Today, 

Jerusalem is a small settlement in a beautiful and peaceful 

setting. Its special features and qualities attract visitors from all 

over the world. The Church and Convent belong to the Diocese 

of Palmerston North.

The Sisters at Jerusalem
Suzanne Aubert founded the Sisters of Compassion at 

Jerusalem in 1892. The Sisters taught in schools at Ranana 

and Jerusalem for many years. They were district nurses, ran a 

dispensary and operated a Post Office.

The Sisters have always worked in partnership with the local 

tangata whenua, Ngāti Hau, who are kaitiaki (guardians) of the 

church, old convent, and grounds.


